Underst anding Alternate Diplomas
What Teachers dPents, an8tudentdeed to Kow

The Need for an Alternate Diploma

Policy 2510: Assuring the Quality of Education: Regulations for Education Programs states that 6 f T boards of
education shall award a high school diploma to every student who completes the standard graduation requirements.
Students who meet the criteria for participation in the West Virginia Alternate Summative Assessment based on
Alternate Academic Achievement Standards are presumed to be pursuing an al ternate di ploma. Only students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities are eligible for an alternate diploma.

Students wit h the most significant cogniti ve disabilities typically h ave general intellectual f unctionin g more than three
standard deviation s below the mean and exhibit concurrent deficit s in adaptive functionin g across multiple
environments i n conceptual, social, and practical domains. For mor e information, s ee WVBE Paty 2419: Reguhtions
for the Education of Students with Exceptionalities , and the GEligibilit y Determinatio n Checklist for Participati on in the
West Virginia Alternate Summative Assessment (WVASA).O

I[EP Team Decision

As stated in WVBE Policy 2419beginning wit h the first | EP  be in effect when a student is 14 years old (or sooner at
the discretion o f the IEP team), the IEP team must address post -secondary goals, includin g the type of diploma the
student will be workin g toward, as well as the implications o f that d ecision. Every effort m ust be made to include b oth
the parents and the studen t in this meeting as its primary purpose is to plan the studentOs post -secondary program.

I[EP Team Procedures

The IEP Team annually reviews the student® eligibilit y for a regular or alternat e diploma, and progress toward
graduation. The IEP Team must carefully review the studentOs most recent summative and formative assessment data.
Based upon the review of the}; T% Z 6<a i m data, the IEP Team must complete the OEligibility Determination Checklist
for Participation in the West Virginia Alternate Summative Assessment (WVASA).O

During High School

Students pursuing an alternate diploma must complete the same graduation requirements (&€ r j r k credits) as their peers
pursuing a regular diploma. Students pursuing an alternat e diplom a will receiv e credits and grades for all classes,

just as their general education p eers. Some students worki ng toward an alternat e diplom a may requir e extended

time to mee t graduation credi t requirements o r meet individualized transition goals as determined by the

student® IEP Team. FAPE ensugestudent s workin g toward an alternate diploma ¢ an remain enroll ed until t he end

of the school year following their 21st birthday, if needed. This is an individualiz ed
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Graduation Considerations

The alternate diploma is an alternate path to graduation determined by the IEP Team for students with the
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